jumped up and said: "If that's your decision, I quit, and will turn the road over to you at 12 o'clock to-day.'' I said that I was very sorry and hoped he would not act hastily. He said: " Well, I quit at 5 o'clock and turn the road over to you." He then went on to tell about the arrangement with President Fish. I stated that I could not see any other way than to carry the by-law into effect. He said: ''All right, then I quit/' and went out.
This precipitate resignation placed the acting president in a somewhat embarrassing position. Me was not regarded at that time as a practical, or at least an experienced, railroad man; he had only recently become an officer of the company, and there might be a question as to his right to disregard a promise made to Jeffery by President Fish. Harri-man, however, did not shrink from responsibility, nor did he hesitate to act promptly on the merits of the case as it was presented to him. A few hoiirs later he wrote to Mr. Jeffery the following note:
Chicago, September 2,1889 E. T. Jeffery
General Manager Dear Sir:
Your letter of even date containing your resignation has just been handed to me. Believing, as I do, that the wishes of the Directors, as expressed in the by-laws of the company, should be respected and an earnest attempt made to work under them, and that if then found impracticable the by-laws should be referred to the